
Fall 2013 - Summer 2014 Events

Sue Johnson, Maquette for Early Sunday Morning in the Kitchen as part of her site-specific installation American Dreamscape, 2013. Courtesy of the artist.

Home Sweet Home
January 9 – March 1, 2014 
Opening artist lectures with Honor 
Bowman and Michael-Birch Pierce 
with an embroidery performance by 
Michael-Birch Pierce, January 9, 6 pm
Wanderlust screening with artist 
Christine Carr, January 24, 6 pm 
Lecture by Andy Adams, 
founder of FlakPhoto, 
TBA (Jan 9 - March 1, 2014)

Organized by the Wilson Museum and 
curated by former museum director Amy 
Moorefield, this group exhibition features 
internationally renowned artists whose 
work explores notions of home and place. 
Selected exhibiting artists include: Betsy 
Hale Bannan (Roanoke), Honor Bowman 
(McComb, Mississippi), Betty Branch 
(Roanoke), Christine Carr (Roanoke), 
Genesis Chapman (Bent Mountain), 
Travis Head (Blacksburg), Susan Jamison 
(Roanoke), Michael-Birch Pierce 
(Richmond), Kristin Skees (Hampton 
Roads), Nan Mahone Welborn (Roanoke), 
Susan Worsham (Richmond), and Annie 
Waldrop (Roanoke). The exhibition also 
presents the Web-based survey project 
Looking at the Land - 21st Century 
American Views. Featuring eighty-eight 
contemporary image makers, the project 
explores the evolving tradition of land-
scape photography and was curated by 
Andy Adams, publisher of FlakPhoto, 
produced in collaboration with Swink and 
Trapp Interactive. Working in diverse 
media, the artists of Home Sweet Home 
present projected images, fabric and 
mixed-media installations, photography, 
painting, sculpture, and performances 
addressing issues that speak to our 
concepts of family, domesticity, and the 
immediate environments where we live, 
work, and play.

Top left: Graham Miller, Nicole, Monument Valley, Utah, 2009, part of the Web-based project Looking  
at the Land - 21st Century American Views curated by Andy Adams, publisher of FlakPhoto; produced in 
collaboration with Swink and Trapp Interactive, 2009. Courtesy of the artist and FlakPhoto.com in  
collaboration with Swink and Trapp Interactive. Top right: Christine Carr, Creeping, from the Nothing But 
series, 2010/2013. Pigment Print. Courtesy of the artist. Bottom left: Honor Bowman, Waiting Up, 2013. 
Acrylic and glitter on panel. From the Permanent Collection of Savannah College of Art and Design. 
Courtesy of the artist. Bottom right: Travis Head, Randolph 202, from Places I’ve Lived (1980-2005), 
2005. Ball-point pen, graphite and colored pencil. Courtesy of the artist.

Sue Johnson: 
American Dreamscape
October 3 – December 7, 2013
Opening lecture by Sue Johnson
Thursday, October 3, 6 pm
Lecture by Iris Carter Ford, Ph.D.
Thursday, November 7, 6 pm

American Dreamscape features mixed-
media work by internationally renowned 
artist Sue Johnson (American, born 
1957). Johnson’s work is grounded 
in the genres of the still life and vanitas, 
and explores the history of collections 
and collectors. Often working in 
collaboration with museums, libraries, 
and private collections to develop 
site-specific exhibition projects, 
this exhibition is the result of such 
collaboration between the artist 
and the Wilson Museum. Bringing 
together ways of seeing the domestic 
“American Dream” through objects 
that are transformed by Johnson 

from 1950s idealized domestic interiors, 
American Dreamscape is about 
contemporary abundance and excess. 
Viewers will encounter a site-specific 
installation referencing a 1950s tin-litho 
dollhouse transformed to human scale 
as well as a banqueting table featuring 
the artist’s Incredible Edibles series of 
ceramic serving ware, highlighting our 
food habits, in which we rarely know the 
exact origin of what we eat. Featuring 
several new works to be shown publicly 
for the first time, American Dreamscape 
presents a fresh vision of the world 
created by Johnson: a vast imaginary 
landscape full of consumables. 

Born in San Francisco, Johnson received 
her BFA in studio art from Syracuse 
University, Syracuse, New York and her 
MFA in painting from Columbia University, 
New York, New York. She has had 
one-person exhibitions at the Brooklyn 
Botanical Garden, New York; Swarthmore 

College, Swarthmore, Pennsylvania; 
Munson-Williams-Proctor Arts Institute, 
Utica, New York; and the Pitt Rivers 
Museum, University of Oxford, Oxford, 
England. She has received several national 
grants, fellowships,and residencies 
including the Arts/Industry Program, John 
Michael Kohler Art Center, Sheboygan, 
Wisconsin; the City of Salzburg/Salzburg 
Künstlerhaus Residency Fellowship, 
Salzburg, Austria; and the Pollock-Krasner 
Foundation Fellowship Award. Johnson 
is professor of art in the department 
of art and art history at St. Mary’s College 
of Maryland. Funding for Sue Johnson: 
American Dreamscape comes in part 
from the City of Roanoke through the 
Roanoke Arts Commission, and from
Roanoke County.
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Top: Susan Cofer, Levavi Oculos, 2009. Colored pencil on paper. Courtesy of the artist. Photo by Michael McKelvey.

Wanderlust screening and Q & A 
Session with Artist Christine Carr
Friday, January 24, 6 pm 
Frances J. Niederer Auditorium 
Visual Arts Center, Reception to follow

Filmed daily  
in Roanoke in 
2012, Carr 
edited her 
observations  
to ten-second 

vignettes and then placed them in 
chronological order. The resulting thirty-
minute single-channel video, Wanderlust, 
is a series of evocative moving pictures 
that elicit a sense of a place and raise 
the question of how a specific location 
may be characterized. Carr received 
her MFA from the Tyler School of Art, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, her BFA 
from the Corcoran College of Art and 
Design, Washington, D.C., and her AAS 
from the Tidewater Community College 
Visual Arts Center in Norfolk. Her work 
is included in books on photography, 
and she has exhibited in solo shows 
throughout the eastern United States. 
Carr is an assistant professor of art 
at Hollins University.  

Lecture by Andy Adams, 
Publisher of FlakPhoto.com
TBA, (Jan 9 - March 1, 2014)
Frances J. Niederer Auditorium 
Visual Arts Center, Reception to follow

Andy 
Adams 
is an 
independent 
digital producer 
and photo 

publisher of FlakPhoto.com, whose work 
blends aspects of digital communication, 
online audience engagement, and Web-
based creative collaboration to explore 
contemporary ideas in photography. 
In this lecture, he will discuss the project 

Hollins University Art History 
Senior Symposium 
Date TBA
Richard Wetherill Visual Arts Center, 
Room 119
Members of the Hollins University class 
of 2014 majoring in art history present 
their papers.  

Senior Majors Exhibition
Tuesday, May 13, 6 pm
Campus Preview Reception
Join the Hollins community in 
congratulating members of the class 
of 2014 majoring in studio art.

A Conversation with 
Susan Seydel Cofer ‘64
Saturday, May 31, 2 pm 
Frances J. Niederer Auditorium 
Visual Arts Center, Book signing and 
reception to follow
Enjoy a lively conversation between 
artist and Hollins alumna Susan Seydel 
Cofer ’64 and her Hollins classmate 
Suzanne McCormick Taylor ’64. Cofer 
will share inspiration from her time as 
a student at Hollins, and as a practicing 
artist, and her processes behind the 
creation of her two distinctive bodies  
of work on view in the museum.

Artist Lecture by 
Susan Seydel Cofer ‘64
Thursday, September 11, 6 pm
Frances J. Niederer Auditorium 
Visual Arts Center, Reception to follow

In this closing lecture, 
Cofer will speak to 
the genesis of her 
drawings and also 
to the creation of 
her companion 
exhibition of mixed-
media portraits on 
view in the museum. 

Opening Lecture by Sue Johnson
Thursday, October 3, 6 pm 
Frances J. Niederer Auditorium 
Visual Arts Center, Reception to follow

Artist Sue Johnson 
will discuss her 
exhibition, American 
Dreamscape, which 
is based on the 
continuing narrative 
of “The American 
Dream” as expressed 
in designs for the 

ideal home, and in particular, the 
post-WWII suburban, single-family home. 
Johnson’s childhood memories of 
growing up in the 1960s and 1970s 
provide a framework for the overall 
exhibition, while the artist also collects 
and re-presents objects and ephemera 
of the past half-century as a way of 
documenting America’s espousal of 
progress, convenience, and consumerism. 

 

“Material Culture at Home: 
An Anthropology of Domestic 
Space and Stuff”
Lecture by Iris Carter Ford, Ph.D.
Thursday, November 7, 6 pm 
Frances J. Niederer Auditorium 
Visual Arts Center, Reception to follow

In conjunction  
with Sue Johnson: 
American Dreams-
cape, Iris Carter 
Ford, Ph.D. will 
present a lecture 
addressing issues 
of space, objects, 

and the social dramas of home 
that play a profound role in shaping 
human experience. Ford is a professor 
of anthropology at St. Mary’s College 
of Maryland. She earned undergraduate 
degrees at Howard University, Washington, 
D.C. and her Ph.D. in cultural anthropology 
from The American University, Washing-
ton, D.C. Ford’s research interests include 
popular culture and consumption, and 
she is the recipient of a National 
Endowment for the Humanities grant 
to explore materialism in human life.

Opening Artist Lecture with Honor 
Bowman and Michael-Birch Pierce
with an Embroidery Performance 
by Michael-Birch Pierce
Thursday, January 9, 6 pm 
Frances J. Niederer Auditorium 
Visual Arts Center, Reception to follow

Artists Honor Bowman and Michael-Birch 
Pierce will present a lecture on how 
notions of home, craft, and place inform 
their work on view as part of the exhibition 
Home Sweet Home. During the lecture, 
Michael-Birch Pierce will create a free-
motion embroidery portrait using a 
member of the audience as inspiration.

Bowman received her BA in studio art 
and English from the University of Mary 
Washington, Fredricksburg and her MFA 
in painting from Savannah College of 
Art and Design. Her work has been the 
subject of several group and solo 
exhibitions, both in the United States 
and abroad, and is in several public and 
private collections. 

Michael-Birch Pierce is a fashion designer 
and fiber artist who is based in Richmond. 
He received his BFA in fashion design 
from Virginia Commonwealth University 
and his MFA in fibers at the Savannah 
College of Art and Design. In addition 
to numerous exhibitions of his work, 
Pierce has invented a line of cotton 
paper sequins and designed embroidered 
Christmas decorations for the Obama 
White House. 
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on view in the museum titled Looking 
at the Land — 21st Century American 
Views, a Web-based survey exploring 
the evolving landscape photo tradition, 
that he produced in collaboration 
with Swink and Trapp Interactive. 

Artist Lecture with Ben Grasso
Thursday, March 20, 6 pm 
Frances J. Niederer Auditorium 
Visual Arts Center, Reception to follow

2014 Frances 
Niederer Artist-
in-Residence 
Ben Grasso 
discusses his 
artistic process 

in conjunction with his exhibition on view 
at the Eleanor D. Wilson Museum. 

Artist Lecture by Kris Iden
Thursday, April 17, 6 pm 
Frances J. Niederer Auditorium 
Visual Arts Center, Reception to follow

Artist Kris Iden talks 
about the ongoing 
relationship that her 
work has to science 
and literature, as 
well as to the places 
and landscapes 
it has been in 

company with. 

Combining Image & Text 
workshop with Kris Iden
Saturday, April 19, 9 am - noon
Visual Arts Center
Exhibiting artist Kris Iden will lead a 
workshop on how literature can be the 
catalyst for creating visual art. Beginning 
with a brief discussion and examples, 
this workshop guides participants in 
using their media of choice to create 
two-dimensional artwork inspired by 
a personally meaningful piece of writing.
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All events are free and open to the public,  
but some may require reservations.  

Please contact Laura Jane Ramsburg at 540.362.6081  
or LRamsburg@hollins.edu.

Check out our website and Facebook page for news and updates.
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Ben Grasso:
2014 Frances Niederer  
Artist-in-Residence
March 20 – April 19, 2014
Opening lecture by Ben Grasso 
Thursday, March 20, 6 pm 

Featuring large-scale paintings by Ben 
Grasso, the 2014 Frances Niederer Artist-
in-Residence, that display a realm of the  
kinetic chaos depicting familiar objects 
such as houses and trees that have been 
exploded and float in space. His paintings 
convey the appearance of transformation 
mid-genesis, and, according to Artforum 
magazine critic Ara H. Merjian, evoke images 
that are “coming undone and revealing 
how it might be put together again.” Grasso 
lives in Brooklyn, New York.

Ben Grasso was born in 1979 in Cleveland, 
Ohio. He holds an MFA in painting from 
Hunter College, New York, New York and a 
BFA from Cleveland Institute of Art. His 
numerous accolades include a 2011 Pollock-
Krasner Foundation Grant and the 2010 
New York Foundation for the Arts Painting 
Fellowship. His work has been exhibited 
across the United States and in Europe as 
well as being featured in Artforum, Art in 
America, Harper’s and others.  
 
The Frances Niederer artist-in-residence 
program allows Hollins University to bring 
a nationally recognized artist to campus 
every year. While in residence, the artist 
creates work in a campus studio and teaches 
an art seminar open to all students. During 
their time at Hollins University, the artist-in-
residence plays a vital role in the campus 
and greater Roanoke community. 

Landscaped!
Selections from the Collection
March 20 – April 19, 2014

This exhibition features a selection of works 
in a variety of media that highlight the natural 
terrain of places both nearby and farther 
afield. From the mountainous landscapes 
of Roanoke to the snow-capped vistas of 
Japan, Landscaped! presents compelling and 
historically significant works alongside 
more contemporary pieces from the Wilson 
Museum’s renowned permanent collection.

Susan Cofer, Levavi Oculos, 2009. Colored pencil on paper. 10 x 12 inches. 
Courtesy of the artist. Photo: Michael McKelvey

Ben Grasso, Untitled (House with Orange Leaves), 2013, Oil on canvas, 50 x 70 inches. Courtesy of the artist.

On the cover, top: Kristin Skees, Angela and Steve, 2011. Archival Ink Jet print on Hahnemuhle  
on handmade paper mounted on board, 60 x 60 inches. Courtesy of the artist.

On the cover, bottom: Sue Johnson, Maquette for the Forest Room as part of her site-specific installation 
American Dreamscape. Courtesy of the artist.

Kris Iden, 
the world
is round 
(night/day), 
2009/10. 
Intaglio and 
letterpress  
with text
from Gertrude 
Stein. Courtesy 
of the artist.
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Spring - Summer 2014 exhibitions

the surrounding ground and the language 
of line, form, and very subtle color, resulting  
in delicately nuanced work. 

Iden is an artist and teacher who has 
exhibited widely throughout Virginia and 
has been included in exhibitions in Canada, 
Chicago, Germany, Italy, South Korea, 
Peru, and Poland. She has been a residency 
fellow at the Virginia Center for the Creative 
Arts and at Denkmalschmiede Höfgen, 
Germany. Her awards include the Virginia 
Museum of Fine Arts Professional Fellowship 
and the Visual Arts Award from the Shenan-
doah Arts Council. She holds an MFA in 
printmaking from Virginia Commonwealth 
University.

Kris Iden: Cadence
March 20 – April 19, 2014
Artist lecture
Thursday, April 17, 6 pm
Combining Image & Text workshop  
with Kris Iden, April 19, 9 am - noon

Virginia-based artist Kris Iden creates prints  
and drawings that explore themes of place, 
identity, and metaphor through a combina-
tion of poetry, biography, and elements of 
geography. Her exhibition features several 
selections from her recent series addressing 
notions of home and the hybridity of various 
landscapes. Called by arts writer Deborah 
McLeod “poetry for the eyes,” Iden’s images 
can be read like text as she embraces both 

In conjunction with the exhibition, a selection 
of Cofer’s unique sculpted portraits honoring 
people she knows in Atlanta and farther 
afield will also be on view. After spending 
several months carefully researching 
each individual, she then uses materials 
and imagery that have deeply personal 
significance to each sitter to sculpt 
remarkable portraits that often incorporate 
miniature visual clues of their respective 
careers and passions. 

Susan Seydel Cofer received her BA in 
art history from Hollins in 1964 and went 
on to do postgraduate work in studio art
at Georgia State University in 1970. 

Her work has been the subject of numerous 
exhibitions at museums such as Southeastern 
Museum of Contemporary Art, Winston-
Salem, North Carolina; the Museum of 
Contemporary Art of Georgia, Atlanta; the 
High Museum of Art, Atlanta, Georgia; 
and PS2 Paragon Studios Project Space, 
Belfast, Northern Ireland. In addition, her 
work is in several private, public, university, 
and museum collections nationwide.

Senior Majors Exhibition
May 13 – 25, 2014
Campus preview reception: 
Tuesday, May 13, 6 pm
Family reception: Sunday, May 25, 1 pm

This exhibition features the work of members 
of the Hollins University class of 2014 
majoring in studio art. The exhibition is the 
final requirement for art students earning 
their Bachelor of Arts at Hollins, and is the 
capstone experience of their year-long 
senior project.

Susan Seydel Cofer ‘64:  
Draw Near
May 29 – September 13, 2014 
Organized by 
the High Museum of Art, Atlanta, Georgia
Opening reception: Thursday, May 29, 6 pm
Conversation with the artist: 
Saturday, May 31, 2 pm
Artist lecture: Thursday, September 11, 6 pm

Organized by the High Museum of Art in 
Atlanta, Georgia, and curated by Michael 
Rooks, the High Museum’s Wieland Family 
Curator of Modern and Contemporary Art, 
Draw Near presents the first career survey 
of drawings by Atlanta-based artist and 
Hollins alumna Susan Seydel Cofer ’64. 

For more than three decades, Cofer has 
been recognized in the Southeast for her 
painstakingly delicate, abstract drawings. 
Susan Cofer: Draw Near features over sixty 
drawings dating from 1975 to the present 
day. Working with colored pencils in a labor-
intensive process, Cofer slowly “carves” 
away the paper’s surface with short, vertical 
strokes. Images inspired by nature emerge 
from the resulting network of pencil lines, 
evoking organisms in embryonic stages of 
development. More recently, Cofer’s work 
has been based upon wide-open panoramic 
landscapes and topographies, suggesting 
the mapping of places and terrains. Her 
drawings, whose delicate and highly detailed 
surfaces beg for close scrutiny, invite the 
viewer literally to “draw near.” 


